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Our special train takes us on a journey of discovery to two of Switzerland’s neighbours: Austria and 
Germany. We settle into our seats in the elegant Prestige Continental Express dining car fitted out 
in the style of the legendary Orient Express, and experience the glamour of train travel during the 
Belle Époque. These luxurious coaches are air-conditioned. We enjoy the ever-changing views from 
the window as our enchanting journey proceeds. The bar/lounge car is the perfect place to linger 
over a coffee or a glass of wine while the piano plays in the background.  
 
We visit the Alpine city of Innsbruck with its “Goldenes Dachl”, travel to Tyrol’s high plateau and the town 
of Seefeld, set amidst the Wetterstein mountains and the broad expanse of the Karwendel nature park, 
discover the fortress town of Kufstein with its beautiful historic centre, and delve into the history of the 
legendary Empress Elisabeth (“Sisi”) and King Ludwig II of Bavaria in the magnificent natural oasis of Lake 
Starnberg. There will of course be plenty of time for you to pursue your own interests. 
 
 
Thursday 18 June 2026 
At around 10 a.m., we depart Zurich main station on board the Prestige Continental Express. The train 
stops to pick up passengers in Winterthur at approx. 10.30, St. Gallen at approx. 11.20 and Romanshorn at 
approx. 11.40. We travel via Dornbirn, Feldkirch and the Arlberg Pass to Innsbruck. Welcome lunch in the 
dining car. In the afternoon, we take a guided city tour of the sights of Innsbruck, including the old town, 
the gilded roof known as the “Goldenes Dachl” and the medieval city tower. Afterwards, we continue to 
Seefeld.  

            

Friday 19 June 2026 
In the morning, we learn about the history of Seefeld on a guided walking tour of the village. Our varied 
itinerary takes in the Gothic parish church of St. Oswald, the Hotel Klosterbräu and Seefeld’s best-known 
landmark, the Seekirchl. We savour the majestic view of the village and the surrounding mountains from 
the nearby Parish Hill. Afterwards, we enjoy a freshly prepared lunch in the dining car as we travel on to 
Kufstein.  
 
Kufstein’s old town is known as the “Pearl of Tyrol”. One of the finest small towns in Austria boasts 
outstanding historic architecture and a fortress that is visible far and wide. In the centre, we encounter 
charming narrow streets, vibrant squares and many points of interest reflecting the town’s rich history. 
With our local guide, we journey back to days of yore and discover the background to the sights that 
dominate the townscape to this day. 
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Saturday 20 June 2026 
After breakfast, we explore Kufstein’s most striking landmark: the fortress. Built in the 13th century, it 
towers majestically over the town. The breathtaking view of the surrounding mountains and the Inn Valley 
is unparalleled. For many centuries, the fortress was a strategic distribution centre and was frequently 
besieged. During the Habsburg period in particular, it played a key role in the conflicts between Tyrol and 
Bavaria. Naturally, we attend a concert of the “Heroes’ Organ”, with its 4,948 pipes and 46 stops. The 
world’s largest open-air organ has been housed in the fortress’s Bürgerturm tower since 1931. 
 
Afterwards, you can enjoy some free time in Kufstein or join the optional afternoon excursion: the passion 
play tradition at Erl near Kufstein dates back more than 400 years, with performances taking place every 
six years at venues that included an inn and a brewery, until a vast theatre was built in the early 20th 
century. It was destroyed by fire in 1933. Construction of the present-day passion play theatre began some 
20 years later. Architect Robert Schuler designed a distinctive and eye-catching masterpiece that has come 
to symbolise the small community. On our private guided tour, we take a look behind the scenes. 
 

    

 
Late in the afternoon, we return to our waiting train at Kufstein station. A gourmet dinner is served on 
board as we travel to Starnberg on the lake of the same name, a magical Bavarian idyll and one of 
Germany’s most popular recreation areas. 
 
 
Sunday 21 June 2026 
Lake Starnberg is the fifth-largest lake in Germany and is only around 25 km south of Munich, with 
spectacular views of the Alps. Some 20.2 km in length, and with extensive parks and nature reserves, it is 
also a favoured residence of the rich and famous. Today, we follow in the footsteps of the “fairytale king” 
Ludwig II of Bavaria and Empress Elisabeth, known as “Sisi”. Lunch is included. 
 
We visit the Roseninsel, the only island in Lake Starnberg. Just 2.56 hectares in size and completely car-
free, it has been a protected landscape and monument for some years. The Roseninsel’s appeal is magical 
in many ways. It was once used by the royal family as a place to relax in seclusion, and was visited by 
prominent figures including King Ludwig II and Empress Sisi. The gardens are bursting with historical rose 
varieties which produce a riot of glorious new blooms every year. In summer especially, they are an 
irresistible attraction for visitors. The main flowering period on this verdant isle begins in June. 
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The historic railway station at Possenhofen, which was built and opened by King Ludwig II in 1865, has 
been home to the Sisi Museum since 1998. It documents the life of a woman from the House of Wittelsbach 
whose moving story inspires adulation to this day. A visit to the Empress Elisabeth Museum reveals some 
little-known facts about the celebrated “Sisi”. 
 
We round off the day with a short boat trip on Lake Starnberg, and a chance to view the landscape from a 
different perspective. 
 
 
Monday 22 June 2026 
Pfiati, Pfiat eich – today we bid farewell to the delightful picture-postcard landscape of Lake Starnberg. At 
around midday, we board our special train for the return journey via Buchloe, Bregenz, St. Margrethen, 
St. Gallen and Winterthur to Zurich main station, where we arrive at around 6 p.m. Once again, a freshly 
prepared lunch is served in the dining car. 

   

 

 

Prices per person, plus 0.25% risk contribution for the guarantee fund 
 
Mid-range hotels  
Hotel Christina in Seefeld, Hotel Goldener Löwe in Kufstein, Hotel Starnberger See in Starnberg 
CHF 3,495 double room  
CHF 3,795 single room 
 
First-class hotels  
Hotel Schönruh in Seefeld, Hotel Andreas Hofer in Kufstein, Hotel Vier Jahreszeiten in Starnberg  
CHF 3,695 double room 
CHF 3,995 single room 
 
What’s included 
Round trip on the special Prestige Continental Express train as described, reserved seats in the dining car, 
four nights’ accommodation in the chosen hotel category including breakfast and all taxes / city taxes, three 
lunches and one dinner on board, guided tours of Innsbruck, Seefeld and Kufstein, private tour of Kufstein 
Fortress, day trip on Lake Starnberg including lunch with drinks, all transfers where required, 
documentation, tour manager 
 
Optional afternoon excursion 
Erl and its passion play theatre: CHF 40 
 
 
Programme, routes and rail traction subject to change. The organiser’s general information and conditions 
of travel apply. A minimum number of travellers is required for the trip to take place.  


